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Number of students taking SAT exam increases ([zessLokBack...

The number of Texas students
from the class of 1999 who took the
SAT college entrance exam reached
an all-time high of 104,144, an in-
crease of 3,727 over 1998, the Texas
Education Agency reported.

Fifty percent of the estimated
208,288 seniors in Texas public and
private schools in 1999 took the SAT.

“We are pleased thatthe number of

Texas students who take college-en-
trance exams is increasing,” said Edu-
cation Commissioner Mike Moses,
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who left office Sept. 3 to become vice
deputy chancellor of Texas Tech Uni-
versity System in Lubbock.

Average scores posted by Texas
students were similar to national re-
sults. The average verbal score for
Texas students held steady at 494 for
the third year in a row, while nation-
ally the verbal score remained stable
at 505 for the fourth straight year. The
average math score for Texas students
fell from 501 in 1998 to 499 in 1999.

Moses said he was troubled by
Texas’ decline in the average math
score. Nationally, math scores
dropped one point from 512 in 1998 to
511 this year.

“I hope local district officials will
study their own SAT scores and deter-

mine whether any action should be

taken in their schools. I am pleased but
not satisfied that the average verbal
scores held steady. despite the large
increase in test takers,” he said.

Texas seniors who reported that
they ranked in the top 10% of their
graduating class scored an average
573 on the verbal section of the test
and an average 588 on the math sec-
tion, well above the national average
on the exam.

The number of Texans who took
the American College Testing (ACT)
exam also rose from 64,064 in 1998 to
65,094 this year.

Redistricting Changes Eyed

In 2001, the Texas Senate will
have to redraw the boundaries of state
and federal legislative districts. ,

Based on projections by the Texas
Legislative Council, the number of
people in each Senate district will be
659,800; in each House district,
136,360; and in each congressional
district, 639,200. :
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PUBLIC NOTICE

BRIEF EXPLANATORY STATEMENTS OF
PROPOSED

CONSTITUTIONAL AMENDMENTS

Special Election
NOVEMBER 2, 1999

PROPOSITION NO. 1
ON THE BALLOT

HIJR 44 - HIR 44 proposes a constitutional
amendment that would ensure a clear suc-
cession in event of vacancies in the offices
of Governor and Lieutenant Governor. Spe-
cifically, the amendment would provide that-
if after qualifying for the office, the Gover-
nor is temporarily unable to serve, the Lieu-

. tenant Governor shall act as Governor until

the Governor is able to serve; but if the Gov-
ernor is permanently unable to serve, the
Lieutenant Governor shall become the Goy-
emnor for the remainder of the unexpired term.
The amendment would require a Lieutenant
Governor who becomes Governor to forfeit
the office of Lieutenant Governor. The
amendment would also provide similar suc-
cession procedures when a vacancy occurs
in the office of Governor before the newly
elected Governor qualifies for office, and
when the newly elected Governor is tempo-
rarily unable to take office. The amendment
also would provide that if there is a tempo-
rary vacancy in the office of Lieutenant Gov-
ernor, the President pro tempore of the Sen-
ate will fill the position; but if there is a per-
manent vacancy in the office of Lieutenant
Govemnor, the President pro tempore of the
Senate shall serve as Lieutenant Governor
only until such time as the whole senate can
convene to elect one of its members to per-
form the duties of Lieutenant Governor. Fi-
nally, the amendment would provide that if
the Lieutenant Governor, while temporarily
exercising the powers of the Governor, be-
comes temporarily disabled or unable to
serve, the President pro tempore of the sen-
ate shall exercise the powers and authority
of the office of the Governor until such time
as the Governor or Lieutenant Governor re-
assumes those powers and duties.

The proposed amendment will appear on the
ballot as follows: “The constitutional amend-
ment to revise the provisions for the filling
of a vacancy in the office of governor or lieu-
tenant governor.” k

PROPOSITION NO. 2
ON THE BALLOT

SJR 12 - SJR 12 proposes a constitutional
amendment that would resolve conflicts be-
tween the Texas Constitution and federal law
relating to the definition, rules, and proce-
dures of reverse mortgages. The amendment
would define *‘reverse mortgage” in part as
an extension of credit made against the home-
stead of a person who is 62 years or older, or
whose spouse is 62 years or older. It would
expand the list of circumstances under which
payment of principal and interest become due
and the procedures involved in foreclosure,
and would require certain advances to be
made according to specific terms in loan
documents, including advances by the lender,
on behalf of the borrower for payments nec-
essary to protect the lender’s interest. Finally,
the amendment would require the Texas Su-
preme Court to promulgate rules of civil pro-
cedure expediting court-ordered foreclosures
of reverse mortgage liens.

The proposed amendment will appear on the
ballot as follows: “The constitutional amend-
ment relating to the making of advances un-
der a reverse mortgage and payment of a re-
verse mortgage.”

PROPOSITION NO. 3
ON THE BALLOT

HIJR 62 - HIR 62 proposes a constitutional

amendment that would simplify and clarify
the language of the Texas Constitution. The
amendment would make no substantive
changes, but would eliminate duplicative,
expired, out-of-date, and ineffective terms.

The proposed amendment will appear on the
ballot as follows: “The constitutional amend-
ment to eliminate duplicative, executed, ob-
solete, archaic, and ineffective provisions of
the Texas Constitution.”

PROPOSITION NO. 4
ON THE BALLOT

HJR 4 - HIR 4:proposes a constitutional
amendment that would broaden the defini-
tion of charitable organizations. The amend-
ment would exempt from ad valorem taxa-
tion the property of any organization engaged
primarily in public charitable functions, and
it would allow such an organization to con-
duct additional activities to support its chari-
table functions.

The proposed amendment will appear on the
ballot as follows: “The constitutional amend-
ment to authorize the legislature to exempt
property owned by institutions engaged pri-
marily in public charitable functions from ad
valorem taxation.”

PROPOSITION NO. 5
ON THE BALLOT

SJR 26 - SIR 26 proposes an amendment that
would remove the restriction prohibiting state
employees who receive all or part of their
compensation from the state from serving as
members of a governing body of a school
district, city, town, or other local governmen-
tal district unless the state employee receives
no salary for such service. The amendment
would allow state employees to receive com-
pensation from the governing bodies of
which they are members.

The proposed amendment will appear on the
ballot as follows: “The constitutional amend-
ment allowing state employees to receive
compensation for serving as a member of a
governing body of a school district, city,
town, or other local governmental district.”

PROPOSITION NO. 6
ON THE BALLOT

SJR 22 - SJR 22 proposes a constitutional
amendment that would increase the maxi-
mum size of an urban homestead, which is a
homestead in a city, town, or village, from
one acre to ten acres and require the urban
homestead to be composed of either a single
lot or several lots that are adjacent to one an-
other. The amendment also would provide
that the urban homestead must be used as a
home or as both a home and place of busi-
ness, whereas current law does not require
that an urban homestead that is used as a place
of business be used also as a home.

Current law further allows a person to se-
cure a home equity loan on their homestead,
provided that the loan does not overburden
the homestead. That is, the principal amount
of the home equity loan, when added to the
total of the outstanding principal balances of
all other indebtedness secured against the
homestead, does not exceed 80 percent of the
fair market value of the homestead on the
date the extension of credit is made. The
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proposed amendment would clarify current

law by specifically allowing home equity
loans on all or part of urban homesteads of
up to ten acres and subject such loans to the
same requirement that the refinanced or new
loan not overburden the homestead.

The proposed amendment will appear on the
ballot as follows: “The constitutional amend-
ment increasing the maximum size of an ur-
ban homestead to 10 acres, prescribing per-
missible uses of urban homesteads, and pre-
venting the overburdening of a homestead.”

ON'THE BALLOT"

HJR 16 - HIR 16 proposes a constitutional
amendment that would provide that if anem-
ployee is delinquent in paying court-ordered
spousal maintenance, a portion of that
employee’s wages may be withheld to pay
the spousal maintenance. Current law allows
such withholding, or garnishment, only for
payment of delinquent court-ordered child
support.

The proposed amendment will appear on the
ballot as follows: “The constitutional amend-
ment authorizing garnishment of wages for
the enforcement of court-ordered spousal
maintenance.” i

PROPOSITION NO. 8
ON THE BALLOT

HIJR 95 - HIR 95 proposes a constitutional

.amendment that would provide that the ad-

jutant general, who is appointed by the Gov-
ernor and who serves as the governing of-
ficer of the state military forces, serves as
long as the Governor wishes the appointed

Over the last 10 years, Republican
majority districts have grown faster
than Democratic districts, the legisla-
tive council said, and 7 of the 10 fast-
est-growing Senate districts are Re-
. .publican.

Texas’ population is expected to
swell to more than 20 million by the
time the next U.S. Census is taken in
April 2000. Redistricting will be
based on the new census.

Protestors Sue Governor
The environmental groups Texans
United and Downwinders At Risk and
three demonstrators have filed a law-
suit in Travis County against Gov.
George W. Bush, the Department of
Public Safety (DPS) and the three
“DPS commissioners, seeking judge-
ment that would force the state to
acknowledge the demonstrators’ right
to protest in front of the Governor’s
“ Mansion.
The protestors were arrested at the
‘‘mansion four times last spring. In each
case the Travis County District
Attorney’s Office dropped charges of
blocking an entry way.

Welfare Caseloads Decrease

The Texas Workforce Commis-
sioners reported at the end of its fiscal
year last week that welfare caseloads
in Texas have fallen for 43 consecu-
tive months.

Over 130,000 cases and 359,387
Texans moved off welfare rolls since
the state Welfare to Work program
was launched in Sept. 1995.

The agency’s employment serv-
ices assisted more than 1.4 million

(See Highlights, Page 3)

spend public funds or extend credit to pur-
chase nonassessable property or casualty in-
surance from a mutual insurance company
authorized to do business in Texas. Under
current law, a political subdivision is gener-
* ally prohibited from spending public funds’
or extending credit to become a stockholder

_ina corporation but is permitted to purchase

“nonassessable life, health or accident insur-
ance policies from a mutual insurance com-

. pany authorized to do business in Texas. This
* amendment would authorize a political sub-

division to also obtain non-assessable prop-
erty and casualty insurance from such a com-

<%+ PROPOSITIONNO.7  tpity. A
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the proposed amendgent will appear on the
ballot as follows: “The constitutional amend-
‘ment permitting a political subdivision to pur-
chasenonassessable property and casualty in-
surance from an authorized mutual insurance
company in the same manner that the politi-
cal subdivision purchases life, health, and ac-
cident insurance.”

PROPOSITION NO. 12
ON THE BALLOT

SJR 21 - SJR 21 proposes a constitutional
amendment that would exempt from ad va-
lorem taxation a leased motor vehicle that is

-+ not used by the lessee primarily to produce

‘income. The amendment would provide that
the legislature also may limit the ability of a
political subdivision to subject such a vehicle
to taxation.

The proposed amendment will appear on the
ballot as follows: *“The constitutional amend-
ment to authorize the legislature to exempt
from ad valorem taxation leased motor ve-
hicles not held by the lessee primarily to pro-
duce income.”

person to serve in that capacity rather than _

serving a specific two-year term set by the
legislature.

The proposed amendment will appear on the
ballot as follows: ““The constitutional amend-
ment to provide that the adjutant general
serves at the pleasure of the governor.”

PROPOSITION NO.9
ON THE BALLOT: |

SJR 10 - SJIR 10 proposes a constitutional
amendment that would authorize the legisla-
ture to create a judicial compensation com-
mittee to make recommendations for salaries
for the justices and judges of the Supreme
Court, the Court of Criminal Appeals, the
Courts of Appeals, and the District Courts.
The amendment would mandate that the rec-
ommendations become law if neither the
Senate nor the House of Representatives re- -
jects them by majority vote.

The proposed amendment will appear onthe

ballot as follows: “The constitutional amend-
ment authorizing the legislature to create a
judicial compensation commission.”

PROPOSITION NO. 10
ON THE BALLOT

_ HIR 74 - HIR 74 proposes a constitutional

amendment that would provide that the-com-
missioner of health and human services, who
is appointed by the Governor, serves as long
as the Governor wishes the appointed per-
son to serve in that capacity rather than serv-
ing a specific two-year term set by the legis-
lature,

The proposed amendment will appear on the
ballot as follows: “The constitutional amend-
ment to provide that the commissioner of
health and human services serves at the plea-
sure of the governor.”

PROPOSITION NO. 11
ON THE BALLOT
HJR 69 - HIR 69 proposes a constitutional

amendment that would authorize a ¢ounty,
city, town, or other political subdivision to

Call Crime Stoppers - 234-5555

PROPOSITION NO. 13
ON THE BALLOT

SJR 16 - SJR 16 proposes a constitutional
amendment that would authorize the legisla-
ture to allow the Texas Higher Education Co-
ordinating Board to issue and sell general ob-
“ligation bonds in an amount not to exceed
$400 million in order to finance educational
loans to students. The amendment also would
authorize the Legislature to limit the amount
of interest the bonds can bear and establish
procedures for the investment of the bond
proceeds. The proposed amendment would
specify the method of repaying the bonds.

The proposed amendment will appear on the
ballot as follows: *“The constitutional amend-
ment providing for the issuance of $400 mil-
lion in general obligation bonds to finance
Yeducational loans to students.”

PROPOSITION NO. 14
ON THE BALLOT

HIR 29 - HJR.29 proposes a constitutional

amendment which would authorize the Leg-
islature to require the board of regents of the
state university and boards of trustees or
. managers of the educational, charitable, and
* penal institutions of the state, whose mem-
bers serve six year terms, to be composed of
.. an odd number of three or more board mem-
bers (for example, 5, 7, or 9 members). The
proposed amendment would allow approxi-
mately one-third of members of boards
whose membership is not evenly divisible by
three to be elected or appointed every two

J years. The amendment also would allow the

Legislature to set the composition of consti-
tutionally required boards, whose members
serve for a term of six years, to a number
divisible by three so that exactly one-third
of the board members may be elected or ap-
pointed every two years.

The proposed amendment will appear on the
ballot as follows: “The constitutional amend-
ment authorizing the legislature to provide
that a state board, commission, or other
agency shall be governed by a board com-
‘ posed of an odd number of three or more
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March 14, 1974

Janet Ruth Kersh, 14, has been
chosen as local winner of the Chron-
icle Spelling Bee from Sheridan Ele-
mentary School. She is the daughter of
Mr. & Mrs. Cecil E. Kane of Sheri-

University of Texas arts students
or. recent graduates received 21
awards in judgings in the new created
student division of the Austin Adver-
tising Club. Among them was Eliza-
beth (Liz) Burke, daughter of Mr. &
Mrs. George Burke of Eagle Lake...

Mr. & Mrs. Alvin Floyd Wiese
of Eagle Lake, announce the engage-
ment and approaching marriage of
their daughter, Deborah Jean, to
Ricky Wayne Christ, son of Mr. &
Mrs. Herman B. Christ of Rich-
mond. The wedding will be July 6th at
the Colly Memorial Methodist
Church in Eagle Lake...

Albert Arnold received a certifi-
cate bestowing upon him the honor of
being a “Privileged Member” in the
Garwood Lions Club for many years
of outstanding service to the club and
community...

Friends in the community will be
sorry to leam that Mrs. Ivey Beals

. Christian suffered a stroke on Jan.12.
A speedy recovery is wished for her...

The University of Texas has
named 339 students to the College of
Pharmacy honor roll for the 1973 fall
semester. Among them is David W.
Euers, son of Mr. & Mrs. Les Euers
of Eagle Lake...

members.”

PROPOSITION NO. 15
ON THE BALLOT

HIJR 36 - HIR 36 proposes a constitutional
amendment that would allow spouses, by an
agreement in writing, to convert all or part
of their separate property into community
property. Separate property is primarily the
property owned or claimed by the spouse
 before marriage and the property acquired by
7 the spouse during the marriage by gift or in-

£ heritance. Community property consists of

“the property, other than separate property,

acquired by either spouse during marriage.

The proposed amendment will appear on the
ballot as follows: “The constitutional amend-
ment permitting spouses to agree to convert
separate property to community property.”

PROPOSITION NO. 16
ON THE BALLOT

HIR 71 - HIR 71 proposes a constitutional
amendment that would allow a county with
a population of 50,000 or more, rather than
30,000 or more, to be divided into four to
eight justice of the peace and constable pre-
cincts. The amendment also would allow a
county with a population between 18,000 and
50,000 to have two to eight justice of the
peace and constable precincts, rather than the
current maximum of five precincts. Further-
more, the amendment would limit Randall
County to not less than two and not more than
six precincts. Finally, the amendment would
set a minimum of four precincts for any
county that as of November 2, 1999, is di-
vided into four or more precincts.

The proposed amendment will appear on the
ballot as follows: “The constitutional amend-
ment to provide that certain counties shall
be divided into a specific number of pre-
cincts.”

PROPOSITION NO. 17
ON THE BALLOT

HIR 58 - HIR 58 proposes a constitutional
amendment which would require the board
of regents of the University of Texas System
to manage investments of the permanent uni-
versity fund (PUF) according to the standards
of a prudent investor. Generally, earnings
from the PUF are distributed to the available
university fund (AUF) and then ultimately
distributed to the public university systems
of Texas. Under the amendment, the amount
distributed to the AUF would consist of dis-
tributions, as determined by the University
of Texas System board of regents, from the
total return on all investment assets of the
PUF, instead of consisting only of the divi-
dends, interest, and other income of the PUF
minus administrative expenses. The amend-
ment also vsould provide guidelines for mini-
mum and maximum amounts to be distrib-
uted to the AUF, and require that the board
of regents manage distributions to the AUF
in a manner that will provide the AUF with a
stable and predictable stream of annual dis-
tributions and maintain the purchasing power
of the PUF investments and annual distribu-
tions to the AUF.

The proposed amendment will appear on the
ballot as follows: “The constitutional amend-
ment relating to the investment of the per-
manent university fund and the distribution
from the permanent university fund to the
available university fund.”

Estos son los informes explanatorios sobre
las enmiendas propuestas a la contitution que
aparecerdn en la boleta el 2 de noviembre
de 1999. Si usted no ha recibido una copia
de los informes in enpaiiol, podré obtener una
gratis por llama al 1/800/252/8683 or por
escribir al Secretario de Estado, P.O. Box
12060, Austin, Tx 78711.
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- It Pays Rewards

The College of Humanities at The
University of Texas has named 586
student to the honor roll for the fall
semester. They include Cum Laude:
Jan Noble Pendergrass, son of Mr.
& Mrs. J.N. Pendergrass of Eagle
Lake...

Mr. & Mrs. Jack Dromgoole are
pleased parents of a daughter born in
the Eagle Lake Community Hospital,
March 3 at 6:06 a.m. The young lady’s
name is Lisa Lynn. At birth she
weighed seven pounds, eight ounces.
The Dromgooles have another dau-
ghter, Jacqueline Lynn, 15 months...

Herman Adolph Brast of Sealy,
father of Mrs. Henry Schmidt of
Eagle Lake, passed away in the Sealy
Hospital on Friday, March 8...

Jim Jochetz, a senior at Hunts-
ville High School and grandson of
Mr. & Mrs. Raymond Jochetz Sr. of
Eagle Lake, has been selected to par-
ticipate in the Bell System’s High
School Science Program in New Jer-
sey:

March 21, 1974

Clarence A. Weise, local super-
vising resident engineer for the Texas
Highway Department, recently com-
pleted 25 years of meritorious service
with the Department and was pre-
sented a service pin and certificate by
Carl V. Ramert, District Engineer...

Friends will be happy to hear that
Mrs. Willard Shuart and daughters,
Sarah and Nora, are recuperating
nicely from injuries received when
their car was hit by another car near
Fulshear on FM 1093 late Saturday
afternoon...

Sunday, March 24, at 6 p.m. the
Johnny Bush Orchestra from San
Antonio is coming to the Heritage
House to play for the residents and
visiting family members...

Mr. & Mrs. Ewald H. Brei-
thaupt of Eagle Lake announce the
engagement and approaching mar-
riage of their daughter, Connie Jane,
toMr. Ralph Gertson Jr., son of Mr.
& Mrs. Ralph Gertson Sr. of Eagle.. .
Lake. The couple plans to be united.in. ...
marriage on Saturday, June 8, at Our
Lady of Perpetal Help Catholic
Church in Eagle Lake at 5:30 p.m....

Victor C.G. Jimenez, along-time
resident of the Eagle Lake and Ram-
sey community, passed away in the
Eagle Lake Community Hospital on
Tuesday, March 12th, following an
illness of several months after a heart
attack...

Mr. & Mrs. George Birdwell are
proud parent of a boy born in Matag-
orda General Hospital in Bay City at
8:15 a.m., Thursday, March 14. The
little gentleman was named Ryman
Lee and weighed at birth six pounds
and 11 ounces. The Birdwells have
another son, Frank Newel, who is
two...

Miss Denise Milner and Bob
Griffith were honored at a “mystery”
dinner party Friday, March 15, at the
lovely Eagle Lake Recreation Center
Clubhouse at seven in the evening...

Miss Barbara Smith, bride-elect
of Joe Ardis of Odessa, was honored
at the home of Mr. & Mrs. Harry
Engstrom Saturday, March 16, from
3to5pm....

Mrs. Wilton Stallman and Mrs.
Neal Stallman honored Miss Bar-
bara Smith, bride-elect of Joe Ardis
of Odessa, with an Oriental Luncheon
at the home of Mr. & Mrs. Neal Stall-
man last Saturday...

Jerry Lee Henske, employee
with Tenneco Oil Co., has been pro-

. moted by a transfer to the Ward Plant
in McAlien. He and his wife, Linda,
and their son, Kevin Michael, will be
residing in McAllen. Linda is the
daughter of Mr. & Mrs. E.H. Breit-
haupt and Jerry is the son of Mr. &
Mrs. Fred Henske, all of this city...

Mr. & Mrs. Leo Hoffman of
Nada announce the engagement and
approaching marriage of their daugh-
ter, Phyllis Ann, to Ronald Michael
Meitzen, son of Mr. & Mrs. Bob
Meitzen Sr. of Eagle Lake. The wed-
ding is calendared for Saturday, June
29, at 2 p.m. at St. Mary’s Catholic
Church...

Miss Nancy J. James, daughter of
Rev. and Mrs. J.H. James, has com-
pleted a one-vear course of Anatomi-
cal Pathology and one year training of
Histology Technician...

Our Lady of Perpetual Help
Catholic Church was the setting for
the beautiful and impressive cere-
mony uniting in marriage Miss Linda
Kay Rucka and Dennis Polach at
five o’clock in the afternoon of Satur-
day, March 16th. The bride is the dau-
ghter of Mr. & Mrs. Ervin Rucka.
Mr. & Mrs. EJ. Polach of Sheridan

(See 24 & 48, Page 10)




